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Our school ethos

At Mrs Mary King’s our ethos reflects Christian values and our mission statement, ‘Working together with God’s help we can achieve great things’, which extends to all pupils, families and staff. Our mission statement is linked to the story of the miracle of the loaves and fishes and reflects our belief that there is more to this world than we can easily explain, and that Jesus offers us all the chance to explore the spiritual aspects of our lives.
The nature of Collective Worship

Collective worship is the school community coming together to share in an act of Christian worship. This involves: 

· Showing reverence to God and nurturing a sense of awe, wonder and mystery at the creative power of God and His creation. 

· Evoking a spiritual response for each member of the school community

The basic elements of Collective Worship

· A sense of awe

· Celebration

· A quiet time for reflection
· A familiarisation with the liturgy of Christian worship, responses and elements of church worship
· Listening and responding to Bible stories

· Personal prayer

· The Lord’s Prayer

· Praise through singing hymns and choruses

· Setting the scene with appropriate music for the beginning and end of our time together

Aims and objectives

· To give children the experience and opportunity to participate in Christian worship

· To bring children to a place of individual worship
· To affirm a sense of community with God

· To promote Christian values

· To reinforce positive attitudes

· To achieve a sense of occasion

· To broaden the children’s experience of local, national and global communities

· To contribute to the religious education of all children

· To be inclusive, involving our children’s families and the local community
· To give children the chance to plan their own collective worship using the elements they have been taught.

Entitlement

All children will take part in a daily act of collective worship. On the first Monday of each month all children will participate in worship at Holy Trinity Church, and will be involved in key Christian celebrations throughout the year (Harvest, Christmas, Easter, Communion). Parents have the right to withdraw their children from collective worship if they wish. However, participation will be encouraged as it is an important part of the whole school learning and sharing together. Any member of staff has the right to withdraw from Collective Worship.
Long Term Planning
Collective worship is planned and delivered using ‘Roots and Fruits’. This follows a plan for twelve Christian Values
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	Year A in Roots and Fruits

Over the course of a term (roughly 24 assemblies needed) there will possibly be: 

· 5 assemblies on the value as planned in Roots and Fruits

· 3/4/5 assemblies on the Christian festival/theme
· 2/3 assemblies on 2 interfaith celebrations – total of 4 assemblies
· 2 assemblies on a focus saint
· 3 Godly play assemblies focussing on Old Testament and New Testament stories and parables not covered by Roots and Fruits
· 5 assemblies using other stories developing the theme/value
· Bear in mind that every Friday we have special mentions, some assemblies will be at church, Class 1 and 2 have a simple assembly based on the book ‘God and Me’ every Thursday, and some assemblies may give more emphasis on singing e.g. Christmas
· There will also be Church services for Holy Communion, Harvest, Easter, Christmas, Leavers. 


	Theme 
	Celebrating Christian Festival/Theme
	Interfaith

Based on the inter-faith calendar for 2018-2019. Focus on one or two and rotate through them every 3-4 years with 2 assemblies on each.
	Saints

One saint only and 2 assemblies per saint – rotate through them every 3-4 years

	T1 Generosity 


	Harvest 

Each of these celebrations could have additional assemblies as appropriate


	12/9 Hirja (New Year) Islam

19/9 Yom Kippur – Jewish

9-16/10 Navaratri – Hindu

20/10 Installation of Scriptures as Guru Granth - Sikh


	29/9 Michael and All Angels

4/10 St Francis

18/10 St Luke

	T2 Compassion 


	Christmas

Story to be presented in bite size pieces over the weeks.
	7/11 Diwali – Hindu

23/11 Gura Nanak Birthday – Sikh

3/12 Hanukkah – Jewish

8/12 Bodhi Day - Buddhist
	1/11 All Saints

30/11 St Andrew

6/12 St Nicholas

21/12 St Thomas

	T3 Courage 


	Candlemas
	5/1 Guru Gobindh Singh – Sikh

20/1 Tu BiShavat – Jewish

5/2 Chinese New Year

15/2 Nirvana Day – Buddhist


	4/1 St Basil

25/1 St Paul conversion

14/2 St Valentine



	T4 Forgiveness 


	Lent and Easter
	21/3 Purim – Jewish

19/4 Theravadin (new year) - Buddhist
	1/3 St David

17/3 St Patrick

19/3 St Joseph

	T5 Friendship


	Pentecost
	20-27/4 Pesach – Jewish

6/5 Ramadan – Islam


	23/4 St George

3/5 St Philip

3/5 St James

	T6 Respect


	Trinity 
	5-7/6 Eid al Fitr – Islam

22/6 First Nations Day – Canadian Native People

9-10/6 Shavuot – Jewish

24/7 Pioneer Day - Mormon
	29/6 St Peter + St Paul

9/6 St Columba of Iona

11/7 St Benedict

25/7 St James the Great



	Year B in Roots and Fruits

Blank cells to be filled according to interfaith diary 

	T1 Thankfulness


	Harvest 


	
	

	T2 Trust


	Advent
	
	

	T3 Perseverance


	Epiphany
	
	

	T4 Justice


	Lent and Easter
	
	

	T5 Service


	Pentecost
	
	

	T6 Truthfulness
	Trinity 


	
	


Timetable for Collective Worship

	When
	Who
	Focus

	First Friday of each month
	Ministry team at Holy Trinity
	School value or alternative agreed with school staff

	Monday
	Mrs J Reid
	Roots and Fruits


	Tuesday
	
	Value
Cultural stories and festivals 

	Wednesday
	Mr Sewell /
Rev Steve Holt
	Godly Play based collective Worship/ Value.

	Thursday 

Key Stage 2
	Mrs S Reed 


	Value

Cultural stories and festivals

	Thursday 

Key Stage 1 and Reception 
	Mrs E Osborne
	E Osborne –God And Me daily assemblies

	Friday
	Mr Sewell
	Celebration Collective Worship
(parents invited monthly)

	Easter
	Rev Steve Holt
	Holy Communion in Church


Character

Each experience of Collective Worship will have a positive spirit, and encourage a thoughtful response. The Christian ethos of the school will be explored and expressed by engaging with spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues. All Collective Worship will be Christian in nature, and when stories from other religions and cultures are used, links will be made to Christian doctrine to ensure the teachings of Jesus remain a continuous thread. 
Contribution of Pupils

· Children have responsibility for preparing the altar, entry music and song words for each Collective Worship. During key Christian celebration services each class shares their own contribution. All class members are involved.

· Classes also write prayers linked to the celebration, e.g. prayers about food and farming at Harvest Festival. 
· The school choir sings at major celebrations and have recorded a song of their own, celebrating our link with Holy Trinity Church. 
· In Celebration Assembly selected children read Bible readings and are invited to write prayers which are shared and then added to the Prayer Tree. 
· The next step in involving pupils will be to give them opportunities to contribute to Collective Worship through performing arts. 
Contribution of Parents

Parents are invited to join the children once every month for Celebration Assembly. A visitor book is available for them to sign and make comments. 

Record Keeping

A record is kept of acts of worship covering music, hymns, content and evaluation. This ensures content is not repeated, and allows us to monitor the flow, variety and Christian character of worship during each half term. 

Resources

· An altar is used for each Collective Worship, in order to provide a focal point. Three candles, representing the Holy Trinity, are lit on the altar by the worship leader. Altar cloths linked to the colours of the church year, or to Bible stories, may be used. 

· An interactive whiteboard is used to display words for the hymns, and pictures used as visual aids. 

· Children are involved in making displays that reflect the Christian nature of our school. 

· Children sing to backing tracks on a CD, and sometimes sing unaccompanied. Whenever possible, we encourage staff, visitors or children to accompany the children with musical instruments. Appropriate music is used for entry to, and exit from, each Collective Worship. 

· Copies of the Lion Children’s Bible and The Good News Bible are used for stories and readings.  

· Children are taught The Lord’s Prayer, and use it in every Collective Worship.

· Church Values published planning linked to Christian values.

Responses

Staff and children are learning and using simple responses from Church of England services. 

Monitoring and Evaluation

The Headteacher and staff will review this policy biennially, and evaluate our worship practice once per term. 
Responsibility of: Foundation Governors Mell Cuttell and Rev Steve Holt
